CHAPTER VI
TURPENTINE AND  BENZINE VARNISHES
I.   TURPENTINE VARNISHES
THESE are made by dissolving resins in oil of turpentine,
without the addition of any fixed drying-oil. Thus, for
example, sandarac varnish is made by dissolving sandarac
(with additions of mastic, pale rosin, and Venice turpen-
tine) in oil of turpentine; dammar varnish by dissolving
dammar (usually with some Venice turpentine) in the same
liquid; mastic varnish is a similar solution of mastic, with
Venice turpentine, camphor, elemi, etc.; asphaltum varnish
is a turpentine solution of Syrian or American asphaltum
(or coal-tar pitch) with or without the addition of rosin or
melted amber. For making copal-turpentine varnishes,
L. E. Andes has found that a solution of alcohol in tur-
pentine is the most suitable solvent for various copals,
such as Manila, Borneo, Sierra Leone, and Benguela, which
may thus be made into turpentine varnishes.
Dammar varnish, which is esteemed because of its being
colorless, is considerably inferior in hardness and durability
to copal; the latter has a higher market value than damrnar,
and a mixture of it in copal varaish must be regarded as an
adulteration; but dammar is clearer and more transparent
than mastic varnish, which is often used as a picture varnish.
Varnishes made in this way are beautiful coatings. If
mixed with other varnishes the films take longer to harden,
While turpentine varnishes are slower to dry than alcohol